Lausanne Jardins 2004, Jardins de passage (Passing Gardens)
19 June to 17 October 2004
In 1997 and 2000 Lausanne was the stage of the first two events dedicated to garden design in an urban setting. They enabled visitors to discover unknown sites in town, and made it possible to valorize a major part of its rich heritage of green spaces while contributing to the renewed interest in landscaping in general and gardening in particular that is currently popular throughout Europe.

The experimental nature of Lausanne Jardins was evident from the outset. In 1997 and to a lesser extent in 2000 the event closely combined the dual concepts of the garden and the town, thereby providing a fertile contribution to the debate about the crisis in contemporary cities. 
General concept
The theme of Lausanne Jardins 2004 focuses on railway wasteland stretching from the Place de l’Europe along the Flon valley to the station in Renens. A series of five plateaus have been built, in vast land-filling operations, since the second half of the 19th century. In chronological order they are as follows:

· Filling in the Flon plateau was a way of using the debris from the digging of the funicular railway tunnel which started in 1870.
· The marshalling yard of Renens station was planned in 1908, with a total of 26 parallel tracks.
· The Malley plateau was intended to house a new gasworks that came into service on 9 January 1911. The excavation work was carried out between 1908 and 1910.

· The construction of the Galicien bridge between 1920 and 1922 gave the signal for the excavation work on the Sébeillon and Sévelin plateaus at 450m above sea level.

Each plateau has its own particular landscape identity: end of wasteland (Le Flon), residual wasteland (Sévelin), expanding wasteland (Sébeillon), wasteland at its prime (Malley), and future wasteland (Gare de Renens).
A route
From the Place de l’Europe to Malley, an itinerary has been traced to enable visitors to discover the existing characteristics of the site as well as places that are little known and surprising. The route is punctuated by the 36 gardens along the whole length of the valley and will offer stopping places for refreshments. 

But above all, this route invites visitors to take a leisurely stroll which, whether in an urban or country setting, encourages the discovery of a variety of sensory features. Depending on the sections, the noise of the town fades away, the pace slackens, the heat becomes oppressive, certain smells become noticeable, and the light becomes blinding. The walker can follow the flow of the river, if he feels like acknowledging its underground presence, and witness the terrace effect of the plateaus during his stroll.
The gardens
The event offers 36 new gardens:

· 25 from the international ideas contest in 2003, projects by 10 European teams, 9 from French-speaking Switzerland, 4 from German-speaking Switzerland, and 2 from other continents
· 5 were designed by staff – landscape architects and gardeners – working for the Lausanne city parks service
· 3 were commissioned especially from Lausanne teams, to complete the overall project
· 2 were created by teaching institutions in neighbouring Franche-Comté, in partnership with the Royal Saltworks of Arc-et-Senans, as part of an Interreg III project
· 1 was designed by the landscape architecture section of the Lullier Engineering College
Individual projects
FMR railway – On Saturdays and Sundays throughout the event the FMR railway line links Lausanne main station to Renens station, stopping on the way at Sébeillon. A moving train crosses a town in motion, with stops to allow visitors to observe it. Announcements tell travellers about the town, its past, its present, and its future (movement in time; movement in space). A leaflet and posters on the platforms provide a second level of reading by clearly presenting the projects, whether realistic, theoretical, or utopian, for this section of the “City in motion”. During  the journey the train slows down or comes to a halt to allow visitors to see a particular site or some wasteland, all with a spoken commentary. (subject to confirmation)

Interreg project – As part of an Interreg III project, Lausanne Jardins 2004 has joined forces with the Claude-Nicolas Ledoux Institute at the Royal Saltworks of Arc-et-Senens, in a bid to encourage cultural and educational exchanges between teaching institutions in Franche-Comté and Vaud canton.

A competition was held in Franche-Comté schools based on a teaching plan drawn up by Lausanne Jardins 2004.
Exhibition at the Forum d’Architectures – From 17 June to 17 October an exhibition presents historical photographs of the Flon valley, the garden projects, and film shows.
Multicultural soup kitchens – The associations representing the various foreign communities living in Lausanne are invited to present themselves to the public as part of Lausanne Jardins 2004.

On Friday evenings, from 25 June to 15 October 2004, at the garden called “écrous, baignoires et calebasses” (screws, bath tubs, and gourds) designed by the Lausanne city parks service around the Kléber-Méleau Theatre. It is a large vegetable garden featuring more than 300 types of vegetables and herbs, aimed at showing the huge variety of vegetable life that can thrive in the Lausanne climate.

Each association will make soup for about 200 people to be distributed free of charge to the public. Concerts, exhibitions, or any other examples of the association’s activities can be organized by them on this occasion.
(There are still some openings available for any associations interested: they can register with Association Jardins Urbains: Tel. 021-691 37 53 or info@lausannejardins.ch)
Website
This site gives visitors a very complete interactive tour, with the opportunity to display each garden by clicking on an aerial photo of the itinerary. The website also features historical maps from 1703 to the present day (see “itinerary map” tab), superimposed according to their geographical coordinates, together with a large number of links and documents. The website was specially designed by the start-up company CAMPTOCAMP, which has also designed the virtual navigation system on the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) website.

www.lausannejardins.ch

